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 As I write this, the first rains of fall are dotting the leaves outside my office window 

reminding me that summer is passing into the new “church year.” I’m sure you’ll agree that 

the water is a welcome respite from the smoke and heat of the past month. It reminds me of 

God’s grace washing and nurturing our hearts, marking the fresh beginning we each receive 

in His mercy.  

 As we kick off the fall with a slate of exciting and engaging ministry opportunities at 

Congo-Pres, I want to take the opportunity to draw your attention to our church’s ministry to 

youth and their families. Over the past eight months, I have had the pleasure of serving with 

a dedicated team of volunteers under the steady leadership of Becky Johnson, our Board 

Member for Youth Ministry. I am always humbled to watch as God brings individuals with 

differing talents and backgrounds into community for the purpose of sharing the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ. He has blessed our church with leaders who graciously give their time and en-

ergy to building relationships with young people. As many of you know, this is not work for 

the faint of heart! Ministry with youth is a calling, and I believe that God has called and 

equipped each one of our leaders to do His good work. When the opportunity arises, please 

thank them for their dedication and faithfulness. 

God has also blessed our church with a group of students who desire to love Christ 

with all their heart, soul, strength, and mind (Luke 10:27). Their willingness to serve others, 

as I witnessed during our time together in Mexico this past June, is a reflection of their love 

for Jesus. They are vulnerable with one another and ask honest questions about faith and fol-

lowing the Lord. I am blessed to learn from them each week, and I am so excited to see what 
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God has planned for us in the coming year. 

A few weeks ago, Pastor Steve and I were discussing the unique make-up of our 

youth ministry, and it dawned on us that many of you might rarely see our students. As this 

is a relatively unique circumstance, I want to share with you a little about our group. Each 

Sunday, we serve from 35 to 45 middle and high school students. Our students come from 

all over the valley including Asotin and Genesee. We have over eight different schools rep-

resented among our group, and a myriad of faith journeys. Though the core of our group is 

composed of the amazing young people whose families worship at Congo-Pres, the majority 

of our students do not attend Sunday services. For that reason, you may not have the oppor-

tunity to engage them on a regular basis. 

Though you may not see them each Sunday, your youth leaders and I are certain of 

your continued ministry to these amazing students. Following the Valentine’s Day Dinner, I 

had one student comment that “it is so cool that so many people come to this dinner.” For 

this student, your support made a tangible difference in her life, and she recognized it. Dur-

ing our Mission Trip Report, I pray you had the opportunity to celebrate God’s faithfulness 

to our students. He has used each of you! 

As we enter into another year of activities 

and retreats, please join us in supporting this vi-

brant ministry God has entrusted to our care. You 

can serve in a number of ways: 

 Pray, pray, pray for our students and vol-

unteers! 

 Volunteer to host one of our Sunday night 

meals with students and parents (see the 

signup in Fellowship Hall) 

 Support our annual fundraisers (the Val-

entine’s Day Dinner is just around the 

corner) 

 Encourage and support our 

amazing families at Congo-Pres 

 

God is good, and He has blessed 

our church with an amazing group of stu-

dents. Let us respond with gratitude and 

faithfulness by partnering together to do 

all that we can to witness to the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ in their lives. There is per-

haps no greater calling! 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor McLane 
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9:00am Contemporary Service   

This worship offers a relaxed way to praise our Lord.  Our talented Song 

Team leads our music.  Children’s Church is available for kids entering 

Preschool thru 5th grade (kids excused after young disciples).  Come as 

you are and worship in a casual atmosphere.  

 

10:15am & Noon ~ All-Church Fellowship  

Join us for coffee and cookies to catch-up with each other’s lives. This 

sense of community is vital in the Church atmosphere, as we get to know 

our neighbors! Childcare available during the 10:15a fellowship hour. 

 

11:00am Traditional Service   

This worship is traditional with hymn selections sung by our choir and 

special music offerings.  Join us for refreshments following worship.  

Children’s Chime Choir: 5-5:30p 
Simple Supper: 5:30p 

Guided Studies: 6:00 – 7:00p  
 

 

October Simple Supper Menu:  

October 4th: Baked Potato Bar 

October 11th: Sloppy Joes 

October 18th: Mac N’ Cheese 

October 25th: Tacos 

Join us as we meet weekly to 

fill each other up in  

community and fellowship!   

We have something for  

everyone! 

Guided Study Options for Adults: 

 Max Lucado Video Series - “Grace: More than we deserve; Grater than we im-

agine” - Led by Pastor Steve 

 Parent’s Class - “Almost Christian” - 1st(11th)  & 3rd(25th) Wednesdays - Led 

by Pastor McLane 
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Dear friends in Christ, 
 

 Stewardship Sundays this year will begin 

October 15 through November 5. Our theme this 

year is “Gracious Hands, Grateful Hearts”.  Infor-

mation about stewardship will be mailed the 

week of October 9th, including a letter detailing 

our stewardship in the coming year so we can 

budget for our staff and ministries. There will al-

so be a photo collage included to capture some of 

the ministry highlights in our church this past 

year. 

 As I reflect back on all the ways God has blessed me, what “Gracious Hands, Grateful 

Hearts” tells me is that I am both a giver and a receiver of God's blessings. Scripture tells us 

that every good thing in our life is a gift from God, and he gives in great abundance. Scripture 

also tells us that we should use the blessings that we need, and with gratitude share our abun-

dance with others. In my years at Congregational Presbyterian I have been amazed by your 

generosity of time, talent and treasure. I know we all receive requests from many worthy char-

ities throughout the year, and many of these causes are very important. I pray that you have 

found as I have, a special extended family here in our congregation. I think it is very im-

portant that when we consider charitable giving, after our own family, our next priority is to 

take care of our church family.  

 My prayer this stewardship season is that as you reflect on your giving to our church, 

you consider  much more than “how much”; but consider to Whom we are giving, and why. 

We receive so much as members of this wonderful church congregation, and the missions and 

ministries of this church reach throughout our Valley and far beyond. One primary financial 

responsibility is to support our two great pastors and amazing church staff. 

  In addition to the four stewardship sermons by our pastors, each of the four Sundays 

will have a stewardship message by members and leaders of our congregation.  The first Sun-

day stewardship message will be focusing on the theme “Gracious Hands, Grateful Hearts” -

the giving and receiving of God’s blessings to His people. The stewardship committee will be 

handing out postcards with our stewardship theme on each side, asking people to anonymous-

ly write down a summary of a time when you were the recipient or the giver of a blessing and 

how God changed you through that experience. I'm excited to see all these different and 

meaningful stories as we post them on the board in Fellowship Hall. Nearby during the fel-

lowship hour members of the stewardship team will be available to discuss any ideas or con-

cerns you have about stewardship in the coming year. 

 Our pastors, church staff, trustees, and church board want to express our sincere grati-

tude for your generosity to the people and ministries of this church. These leaders value your 

financial contributions, and with God's help, spend these resources as wisely and effectively 

as possible to serve as many people, both in our church and outside our church, as possible. 

 Again, thank you for all you do to support Congregational Presbyterian Church, its 

people and ministries. God has great things in store for our church, and together we will 

change lives in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Tom Boubel, Elder for Stewardship 



 Men's Bible Study  -  We continue to meet every 

Wednesday at 6:45am in Fellowship Hall with Pastor Ste-

ve, who leads our study and discussion.  We are  

currently reading the Gospel of Mark.  Enjoy coffee and 

donuts, and experience great fellowship with the men of 

the church.  

 Wednesday in the Word -  Join us every Wednesday 

at 12:00noon (in the Chapel) with Pastor Steve for an  

in-depth study and discussion related to the Sunday 

morning sermon text.  All are welcome to join the  

 exploration of biblical teaching and its application for Christian living.    

 Women’s Sweet Hour of Prayer - Join us the 4th Saturday of this month 

 (October 28th) at 10am in the Admin. Conference Room, as we lift each  

 other in prayer. If you have questions, call Leslie Schrette (208-790-4799)  

  Women’s Association will meet on October 9th at 10am in Fellowship Hall.  

 October’s Hostesses are Kathy McIntosh, Gale Kambitsch, and Melanie 

 Gibler.  Devotions will be led by Peggy Fulton and Pastor Steve will be  

 presenting the program “The Fruit of the Spirit is Joy.” 

 Women’s Book Club will meet on October 3rd at 10:30am in the Chapel. We 

 will be discussing “Love Does” by Bob Goff.   

 Monday Night Ladies Bible Study will meet on October 9th and 23rd at  

 6:45pm in the Conference Room. Our study this fall is “Prayers of the  

 New Testament.” 

 Friday Morning Ladies Bible Study meets weekly in the Chapel from 9:45a  

 to 11:00a.  This fall we will be studying the Book of Romans. All women 

 are warmly welcome to join us in study and fellowship.  Study guides will 

 be available at the meetings and are $5.00.  For questions call Nola Tilton at 

 208-743-0907. 

Adult 
Small 
Groups 

Who:  All ladies (and their friends) of the church 

When:  Friday, October 20th 7-9pm 

Where: Fellowship Hall 
 

*What to bring:  A favorite snack to share 

*Sign-up yourself( and a friend) in Fellowship Hall at the Women’s Table. 

Also, please sign-up if you would need childcare provided by the church.  
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Fit & Fall Proof  (Senior Exercise) 

meets Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 9am in 

Fellowship Hall.  Now is a great time to join!  We 

have fun and get our joints moving! 
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You are invited to attend the table at 

Dining with Friends 
Saturday, October 21st 

6:30pm 

Fellowship Hall 

Come and dine with new and old friends!   

Reminisce and find out more about your fel-

low church family members! 

 

Sign-up in Fellowship Hall or by calling the 

church office (743-4444)  

by Monday, October 16th.   

 

*free childcare for newborn up to 5 years during the evening. 

Thursday, 

 November 16th
 

 

Sign-ups will begin in 

mid-October. 

Bring a friend or 

neighbor! 

Annual Thanksgiving Dinner  

October’s outing is currently in 

the finalization stage.   

Please for give us for the delay 

but watch the Sunday Bulletin for 

details regarding our outing  

in October! 
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Sunday 
 

Monday 
 

Tuesday 
 

Wednesday 
 

Thursday 
 

Friday 
 

Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
 

7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
 

15 16 17 18 
 

19 20 
  

 
21 

22 
 NO WIRED 

23 24 25 
 

26 27 
 

29 30 31    

Thursday Lunch  
10:55-12:55pm  

Thursday Lunch  
10:55-12:55pm  

Thursday Lunch  
10:55-12:55pm  

 Please contact  Pastor McLane Stone,  
or Bobbi Jo Sinner, Youth Ministry Secretary 

in the church office at  743-4444. 

Thursday Lunch  
10:55-12:55pm  

CHS & LHS  
School  
Holiday! 

NO SCHOOL! 

Wired  
5:30-6:30pm 

YIPPY  
7:00-8:00pm 

Wired  
5:30-6:30pm 

Wired  
5:30-6:30pm 

Wired  
5:30-6:30pm 

YIPPY  
7:00-8:00pm 

YIPPY  
7:00-8:00pm 

YIPPY  
7:00-8:00pm 

YIPPY  
7:00-8:00pm 

Camp Spalding 

 Pumpkin           
Palooza 

 
Downtown Lewiston 

12:00-4:00pm  

Middle School Retreat  
@ Camp Spalding 
October 20-22 



Contact Kelly Paynter, Director of Children’s Ministries for more information at:  

kellypaynter@cableone.net,  
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Hey, Congo-Pres Kids!  You’re invited 

to  Children’s Church each Sunday 

morning in October! Come to the 

9:00am Worship Service and right after 

the Young Disciples time, all kids who 

are in Preschool (4 years) through 

Fifth Grade are invited upstairs Pilgrim 

Hall for Children’s Church!  Each week 

has a Bible Lesson (God’s words to 

you!) and fun activities!  *A note to 

Parents: Children’s  Church concludes 

at 10:15am.  At that time, you may come 

get your child and take them to the All–

Church Fellowship time in Fellowship 

Hall or allow them to remain upstairs, 

with our fun child-care providers. Please 

pick them up by 11:00am.  We will not 

dismiss the children to Fellowship Hall 

without an adult.  Thanks! 

Hey Congo-Pres Kids!  Come for a 

morning of fall fun during Children’s 

Church at our FUNDAY SUNDAY 

on October 29th!  FUNDAY SUN-

DAY will be full of games, prizes, 

drawings for cool stuff, and a really 

AWESOME Bible lesson on how Je-

sus wants you to shine your light! 

Watch Facebook & the bulletin board 

for more info! 

FUNDAY SUNDAY IS COMING! 

YIPPEE!!  

Preschool through 5th Grade 

Stop & check out 

the new Chil-

dren’s Ministry 

bulletin board in 

Pilgrim Hall! In-

fo, pictures, sign-

ups & fun!  

There’s a place for all kids Preschool to 5th 

grade at Congo-Pres Mid Week Kids Club!  

Join us each Wednesday night in October!  A 

family style supper begins at 5:30 followed by 

our super awesome Kids Club from 6-7pm!  

Come have fun with us as we will be digging 

into The Life of Jesus!  This year kids will dis-

cover that Jesus is a real person—a real 

friend—who makes a difference in their lives 

TODAY. Wednesday nights will be full of in-

teractive Bible lessons, games, crafts and fun!  

Hope to see you there! Bring a friend!!!  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
9a Worship  

10a Fellowship 

11a Worship 

12n Fellowship 

3p Worship @ RPCC 

5:30p Wired 

6:30p Youth Com-

bined Dinner 

7p YIPPY 

2 
9a  Senior  

           Exercise 

 

 

3 
9:30a Staff Mtg. 

10:30a Women’s 

Book Club 

4 
6:45a Men’s Bible Study 

9a  Sr. Exercise 

12n  Wed. in the Word 

 

5p Children’ Chime Chr. 

5:30p Simple Supper 

6p MidWeek 

7p Choir 

5 
10:55 HS Lunch 

 

 

 

 

6p Bell Choir 

6 

9a Sr. Exercise 

9:45a Women’s  

     Bible Study 

7 
 

 

 

 

 

8 
9a Worship  

10a Fellowship 

11a Worship 

12n Fellowship 

5:30p Wired 

6:30p Youth Com-

bined Dinner 

7p YIPPY 

9 
10a Women’s  

       Association 

12n CPC Fund 

Mtg. 

 

 

6:45p Women’s 

Bible Study 

10 
9:30a Staff Mtg. 

11a Sr. Min. Mtg 

 

 

 

6:30p Board Mtg 

11 
6:45a Men’s Bible Study 

9a  Sr. Exercise 

12n  Wed. in the Word 

 

5p Children’ Chime Chr. 

5:30p Simple Supper 

6p MidWeek 

7p Choir 

12 
10:55 HS Lunch 

 

 

 

 

6p Bell Choir 

13 
9a Sr. Exercise 

9:45a Women’s  

     Bible Study 

 

 

14 

 

 

 
 

 

15 
9a Worship  

10a Fellowship 

11a Worship 

12n Fellowship 

5:30p Wired 

6:30p Youth Com-

bined Dinner 

7p YIPPY 

16 

9a  Sr. Exercise 

 

 

17 
9:30a Staff Mtg. 

 

18 
6:45a Men’s Bible Study 

9a  Sr. Exercise 

12n  Wed. in the Word 

 

5p Children’ Chime Chr. 

5:30p Simple Supper 

6p MidWeek 

7p Choir 

19 
10:55 HS Lunch 

 

 

 

6p Bell Choir 

20 
9a Sr. Exercise 

9:45a Women’s  

     Bible Study 

 

 

 

 

 

21 

 

22 
9a Worship  

10a Fellowship 

11a Worship 

12n Fellowship 

5:30p Wired 

6:30p Youth Com-

bined Dinner 

7p YIPPY 

23 

9a  Sr. Exercise 

 

 

 

 

6:45p Women’s 

Bible Study 

24 
9:30a Staff Mtg. 

 

 

25 
6:45a Men’s Bible Study 

9a  Sr. Exercise 

12n  Wed. in the Word 

 

5p Children’ Chime Chr. 

5:30p Simple Supper 

6p MidWeek 

7p Choir 

26 
10:55 HS Lunch 

 

 

 

6p Bell Choir 

27 
9a Sr. Exercise 

9:45a Women’s  

     Bible Study 

 

 

 

 

28 

10a Sweet Hour 

of Prayer 

29 
9a Worship  

10a Fellowship 

11a Worship 

12n Fellowship 

5:30p Wired 

6:30p Youth Com-

bined Dinner 

7p YIPPY 

30 

9a  Senior  

           Exercise 

1p Service Min.  

           Mtg 

 

 

31 
9:30a Staff Mtg. 

9a LINK Volun-

teers 

 

 

    
Communion Sunday 

Food Bank Sunday 

8am Hands & 
Feet Service 

Day 

LINK Deadline 

Noon 

Middle School Retreat  
@ Camp Spalding 

Birthday Sunday 

6:30p Dining 
with Friends 

7p Ladies 
Game Night 



LINK Deadline & Volunteers 
The deadline to submit articles for NOVEMBER LINK is  

 

Articles may be sent via email  

to SarahE@congopres.org or 

brought to the church office.  Articles received past the noon time will not be guaranteed 

submission, so plan accordingly.  Volunteers will meet in the Administration Building 

on Tuesday, October 31st to assemble the LINK for mailing. 

Monday,  October 23rd  

at Noon 

 

Mark your Calendars: October 1st.  Join us monthly as we  

celebrate with cake during Fellowship Hour for a special Happy 

Birthday Celebration for our Friends and Members!  Stop by for 

some cake, coffee and conversation for your special birthday month! 
 

October Birthdays: Vicki Kugler, Loa Vornholt (1st); Bill Dunn, 

Andrea Johnson, Betty Thornton (3rd); Micki Mennet-Martin (4th); 

Steve Wilbraham, Lucas Williams (5th); Jaque Searfoss, Autumn  

Symonds (8th); Steve Hyndman, Glenna Johnson, Rona Meske 

(9th); Rachel Sheppard (10th); Canon Johnson, Ron Mann (13th); 

Jeanette Gara-Betzold (15th); Gary Chase, Donald Gara-Betzold (16th); Henry Funk, 

Sherry Greenup, Art McIntosh (17th); Doug Ashburn, Julie Wittman (20th); Bob Cole-

man Jr., Dylan Parker, Darlene Plant (21st); Valerie Johnson (22nd); Debbie Johnson 

(23rd); Mike Rooney (24th); Mike Holder, Ken Wilmonen (27th); Irene Dunn, Mary 

Ann Funk (29th); Lori Delka, Caleb Hyndman (30th); Richard Kaiser (31st) 
 

If we missed your birthday please let Sarah in the office know (743-4444). 

 Canned Soups  Canned Tuna  

 Canned Meats  Chili 

 Canned Fruit  Beef Stew  

 Pasta Meals   Pork N Beans 

 Canned Veggies  Misc. Canned Beans 

 Spaghetti Sauce  Canned Baby Food 

 Diapers     Baby Formula 

These items may be 

brought to Fellowship 

Hall and deposited in 

the grocery cart there.  

Thank you!!! 

Community Action Food Bank 
October 15th has been designated as Food Bank  

Sunday. This month, the Food Bank has expressed 

a need for the following items: 
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PASTORS 

Rev. Steve Wilbraham . . .. …………………. Senior Pastor 

               SteveW@congopres.org 

Rev. McLane Stone………………………..Associate Pastor 

             MclaneS@congopres.org  

 

MINISTRY TEAM 

Leslie Schrette.....……. . . . . . ………..... ….. Adult Ministry 

Shannon Van Buren. .. . . . . . . ………… Children’s Ministry 

Jana Peer………...….... . . . . . . ……. ….…... . . . . . . . Clerk  

Peggy Fulton. . . . . . . . . . …………...... .CPC Fund Ministry 

Shari Rhodes……. . . . . . . ... . . …... . .……... . ... Fellowship 

Jim Schroeder. . . . . ………….. .Membership & Evangelism 

Andrea Wagner. . . . . . . ….... ….…... . . . . . . . . .. . . Mission 

Jim Osborn…………. . . . . . …….….. Senior Adult Ministry 

Carol Trautman . . . . . ... . . . . . . . .…... . .. ……... . . .Service 

Tom Boubel…... . . . . . . . . . . . . ….… . ….…... Stewardship 

Melanie Gibler... . . . . . . . ……... . .…... ... ……... . Worship 

Becky Johnson . . . . . . . . . . . . . …….…....... Youth Ministry 

Trustees: 

John Mannschreck, Josh McKarcher, John Vornholt 

 

STAFF 
 

Sarah Emerich…………..Secretary, LINK Editor 

                                         SarahE@congopres.org 
 

Kathy Johnson ………...Administrator/Treasurer 

                         KathyJ@congopres.org 
 

Beth Katzenberger…...Music Ministries Director 

                 BethK@congopres.org 
 

Jim McCracken...……Senior Ministries  Director 

      JimM@congopres.org 
 

Kelly Paynter……Children’s Ministries Director 

                KellyP@congopres.org 
 

Bobbi Jo Sinner ………………..Youth Secretary 

             BobbiJoS@congopres.org 
 

Rich Kaiser………………….………. Custodian 

     richkaiser@verizon.net 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 

M-Th:  8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Friday:  8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

If you would like to be removed from our mailing list 

or start receiving your copy of The LINK by email, 

please email your request to semerich@cableone.net. 


